

















2. Introduction

Bennie Gonzales' Winning Competition Entry & Scottsdale’s Town Enrichment Program

“In the late 60s, architect Bennie Gonzales competed with 36 design firms to create a plan for a Scottsdale
civic center that would include a library and city hall. The purpose was to provide an area where people could
congregate to learn, appreciate the arts, and discuss civic issues. As the winner of the competition, Bennie
designed the civic center to be inviting and easily accessible to the public through its many entrances. The
sculpted, adobe-styled, double-thick concrete walls and recessed windows of the civic buildings are both
appealing and protective from the summer heat. Existing shades of white were too bright for the effect he
wanted, so he formulated his own “Navajo white” paint. The open interior of city hall is circular with a recessed
floor, modeled after the Native American Kiva, and ideal for gatherings and civic dialog. The ceiling lets in light
through colorful stained glass panels that were created by local Scottsdale artisan Glassart Studio.

Scottsdale Civic Center Mall was initially developed as the result of the City’s first Scottsdale Town Enrichment
Program (STEP) which created the initial framework for a civic center that contains government building and
park facilities. The initial master plan was developed in 1966 by Bennie M. Gonzales Associates. Many of the
buildings and park facilities were constructed in the mid 1960’s and early 1970’s. Various modifications to Civic
Center have been constructed thereafter.

Harper’s Magazine praised the structures, “The Scottsdale City Hall and Library are a pair of the most gratifying
and under publicized civic buildings in America.” (December 1969). They received three AIA awards. The
Scottsdale Public Library entry way and interior have since been altered, but the City Hall remains relatively
intact. In 1974, Bennie designed the Scottsdale Center for the Arts (SCFA), a modern building with massive
walls, within the Scottsdale Civic Center area. The building includes a main theater, a smaller theater, atrium
and gallery space for exhibitions. It is environmentally sound and naturally illuminated by skylights. The AIA
recognized its excellence in 1977. Recently, The SCFA has been renovated and upgraded but not changed from
its original design.”

Johanna Haver, Bennie Gonzales Archive, ModernPhoenix.net
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